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1On 2the 37th 4August 5we 6left 7Paris 8by 9sleeper, 10only 
11people 12with 13military 14travel 15permits 16were 17allowed 
18to 19travel 20in 21it. 22It 23was 24a 25terribly 26exciting 
27moment 28to 29come 30to 31Germany 32after 33an 34absence 35of 
3614 37years. 38I 39did 40not 41want 42to 43sleep 44that 45night 
46but 47travel 48consciously 49every 50mile, 51whilst 52all 
53the 54happenings 55of 56those 57years 58past 59through 60my 
61mind 62once 63more. 64Finally 65I 66heard 67the 68first 
69German 70talking, 71or 72rather 73shouting 74to 75each 
76other. 77They 78were 79people 80employed 81at 82the 83station, 
84who 85told 86each 87other 88the 89whereabouts 90of 91this 92or 
93that 94pushcar. 95Being 96shouted, 97these 98unimportant 
99sentences 100got 101an 102uncalled 103for 104importance. 
105Still 106for 107days 108or 109weeks 110to 111come 112one 
113had 114to 115get 116used 117to 118the 119loud 120voices 
121which 122made 123one 124wonder 125whether 126people 
127thought 128that 129the 130strength 131of 132an 133argument 
134had 135anything 136to 137do 138with 139the 140loudness 141of 
142the 143voice, 144in 145which 146it 147was 148presented.-
149We 150travelled 151on 152a 153clear 154night. 155The 156moon 
157was 158shining 159bright 061through 060the 061ruins, 
061which 061looked 061unreal 066almost 061like 061theatre 
061sceneries. 
011Finally 010about 01112.30 011we 011past 011the 016Harburg 
011bridges 011and 011arrived 011at 010Ham burg 
011Hauptbahnhof. 011But 011the 011train 016did 011not 
011stop...011on 011we 010went, 011passed 011the 



011Lombardsbrücke....011anxiously 016my 011eyes 011looked 
011for 111the 110Moorweide... 111the 111Rabenstr. 111But 
111there 116was 111no 111Moorweide. 111There 101was 100a 
101large 101army-101lorry 101park 106and 101further 101down 
101large 111tents 110put 111up 111by 111"Circus 111Knie". 
116Also 111the 111Rabenstrasse 111had 111so 110many 111houses 
111and 111corners 111missing 116that 111if 111I 111would 
111not 110have 111known 111that 244it 245had 246been 247there, 
248I 249would 250not 251have 252recognised 253it.254 Again 
255I 256was 257clasping 258my 259bag 260in 261order 262to 
263get 264out 265at 266Dammthorbahnhof, 267but 268the 269train 
270did 271not 272stop 273there 274either, 275but 276on 277we 
278went 279to 280Altona. 281This 282stretch 283I 284would 
285not 286have 287recognised 288and 289whilst 290I 291was 
292still 293trying 294to 295reconstruct 296where 297we 
298might 299possibly 300bexx, 301the 302train 303stopped 
304abruptly... 305a 306young 307girl 308had 309thrown 
310herself 311under 312the 313train 314and 315committed 
316suicide. 317A 318sad 319and 320gruesome 321start 322for 
323our 324trip. 325Ten 326minutes 327later 328we 329arrived 
330in 331Altona.  
/// 
332We 333looked 334for 335the 336"Joint" 337car, 338but 339the 
340telegram, 341which 342had 343been 344sent 3452 346days 
347before 348stating 349our 350arrival 351had 352not 
353arrived 354in 355time. 356We 357went 358to 359the 
360Military 361office, 362but 363could 364not 365get 366any 
367transportation. 368But, 369oh 370miracle, 371Mawo 372found 
373the 374one 375and 376only 377taxi 378which 379had 380been 
381ordered 382by 383a 384party, 385which 386did 387not 
388arrive 389and 390so 391after 392having 393confirmed 394the 
395drivers 396question 397"Sünd 398Sie 399Engländer, 400sonst 
401darf 402ich 403sie 404nämlich 405nich 406fahren" 407he 
408took 409us 410to 411the 412Atlantic 413Hotel. 414We 
415drove 416through 417the 418Allee, 419the 
420Holstenstr.421etc. 422and 423saw 424miles 425of 
426demolished 427roads, 428of 429Trümmer 430which 431had 
432not 433yet 434been 435cleared 436away 437and 438where 
439iron 440barns 441glared 442into 443the 444air. 445These 
446iron 447constructions 448on 449which 450the 451cement 
452floorings 453were 454still 455partly 456hanging 457down, 
458reminded 459one 460of 461the 462devil s 463abstract 
464constructions".465-During 466this 467taxi 468ride, 469we 
470learned 471that 472Germans 473must 474have 475a 476special 
477permit, 478if 479they 480are 481to 482get 483a 484taxi 
485from 486the 487poole. 488They 489must 490prove 491that 
492there 493is 494an 495urgent 496reason, 497why 498they 
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499require 500one-501such 502as 503an 504emergency, 
505otherwise 506no 507taxis 508are 509granted 510them.  
511Finally 512we 513arrived 514at 515the 516Atlantic 517Hotel 
518Again. 519Again 520no 521room 522had 523been 524reserved 
525on 526account 527of 528the 529slow 530telegram. 531The 
532receptionist 533told 534us 535that 536there 537was 538no 
539single 540room 541vacant, 542but 543that 544he 545could 
546put 547us 548up 549somewhere 550else. 551"No", 552no 
553room 554had 555been 556reserved 557in 558our 559name, 560a 
561few 562seconds 563later 564he 565enquired 566whether 567my 
568name 569was 570Wolf-571Warburg, 572when 573I 574confirmed 
575this 576he 577said, 578that 579a 580letter 581had 582been 
583delivered 584for 585me 586already 587quite 588some 589time 
590ago, 591and 592actually 593if 594he 595came 596to 597think 
598of 599it, 600he 601thought 602that 603he 604still 605had 
606a 607double 608bed-609room 610with 611a 612bathroom. 
613Nobody 614could 615have 616beeen 617more 618surprised 
619than 620I 621about 622this 623reception.-624The 625letter 
626turned 627out 628to 629have 630been 631written 632by 
633Wolfi, 634whom 635we 636rang 637at 638once 639and 640who 
641collected 642us. 643With 644him 645we 646went 647to 648the 
649Bank. 650I 651asked 652for 653Gertrud 654Kummerfeldt. 
655She 656had 657tears 658in 659her 660eyes 661and 662could 
663hardly 664speak. 665She 666still 667has 668her 669lovely 
670blond 671hair 672and 673was 674one 675of 676the 677few 
678people, 679who 680lokked 681rather 682healthy. 683She 
684took 685us 686upstairs. 687We 688went 689nto 690father s 
691room, 692which 693in 694the 695meantime 696had 697become 
698a 699meeting 700room, 701a 702long 703table 704in 705the 
706middle-707not 708a 709sign 710of 711the 712beloved 
713writing 714desk, 715nor 716of 717the 718"Stehpult". 719Next 
720door 721Fritz s 722former 723room, 724as 725untouched 726as 
727if 728he 729had 730left 731it 732yesterday. 733We 734saw 
735Kessal, 736who 737looked 738unchanged, 739just 740a 
741little 742mummified, 743and 744who 745was 746nice, 747but 
748had 749not 750much 751to 752say. 753Brinckmann 754was 755on 
756holyday.  
 111We 111then 111took 161the 160U 161Bahn 161to 161get 
161to 166Wolfi s 161flat. 161Never 161in 111my 110life 111will 
111I 111dare 111to 116think 111again 111that 111the 111New 
110York 111Underground 111is 111crowded. 111One 116just 
111tells 111oneself, 111that 111one 110never 111heard 111of 
111clesedephaubia 111and 116finally 111one 111arrives. 
111Wolfi s 111flat 110is 111near 111the 111Heilwigstr. 111and 
116in 111a 111part 111of 101Hamburg, 100which 101is 101almost 
101undamaged. 101He 106and 101his 101very 101amusing 111and 
110wonderful 111wife 111Werra 111live 111in 116a 111house 



111in 111which 111they 110call 1112 111rooms 111their 111own, 
116only 111as 111her 111profession, 111being 110a 111masseuse, 
111makes 111it 111necessary 116that 111she 111has 111a 
111second 110room, 111otherwise 111couples 111are 111only 
116entitled 111to 111one 111room. 161We 160lunched 161with 
161them 161and 161had 166a 161festival 161meal 161consisting 
111of 110potatoes 111and 111salad 111and 111a 116rhubarb-
111Grütze 111as 111second 111course. 110It 111tasted 
111deliciously. 111The 111rhubarb 116had 111been 111a 
111windfall 111and 110the 111potatoes, 111which 111were 
111meant 116for 111the 111four 111of 111us, 110could 111have 
111easily 111been 111dealt 116with 111by 111Mawo 111alone.  
 /// 
 101After 100our 101dinner 101we 101walked 101across 106the 
101Lombardsbrücke 101and 101turning 111in 110the 
111Klopfstockstrasse 111we 111found 111to 116our 111great 
111joy, 111that 111she 110had 111been 111renamed 
111Warburgstrasse. 111This 116I 111learnt 111had 111been 
111suggested 110by 111the 111Senat. 111The 111house 116in 
111the 111Rabenstrasse 111has 111been 110pulled 111down, 
111only 111the 111basement 116and 111the 111ground 111floor 
161are 160still 161standing. 161The 161iron 161front 166doors, 
161of 161which 161the 111Nazis 110had 111out 111the 111initial 
111looked 116blind 111and 111sad, 111only 111the 110Rotbuche 
111in 111the 111garden 111seemed 116of 111untouched 111and 
111eternal 111beauty. /// 
 1109th 111August. 111We 111went 111early 116to 111the 
111Ferdinandstr. 111Kelting 0111looked 1001fine 1002and 
1003the 1004quiet 1005life 1006of 1007a 1008bank 1009clerk 
1010seems 1011to 1012agree 1013with 1014him. 1015it 1016is 
1017less 1018strenuous 1019than 1020his 1021former 1022life 
1023as 1024a 1025chauffeur. 1026He 1027beamed 1028at 
1029seeing 1030us, 1031he 1032had 1033only 1034one 1035wish 
1036to 1037drive 1038us 1039during 1040our 1041stay.1042 And 
1043then 1044finally 1045the 1046moment 1047came, 1048when 
1049we 1050met 1051Nuenne 1052again. 1053How 1054often 1055had 
1056I 1057lived 1058through 1059this 1060moment 1061in 1062my 
1063mind 1064and 1065how 1066we 1067had 1068trembled 1069if 
1070we 1071could 1072ever 1073see 1074her 1075again. 1076She 
1077was 1078half 1079of 1080her 1081normal 1082size 1083and 
1084looked 1085very 1086much 1087like 1088her 1089mother, 
1090who 1091became 109293 1093one 1094of 1095these 1096days 
1097and 1098had 1099also 1100survived 1101all 1102the 
1103raids. 1104She 1105told 1106me 1107about 1108all 1109the 
1110horrors 1111they 1112had 1113gone 1114through 1115during 
1116the 1117raids. 1118She 1119and 1120Gertrud 1121would 
1122very 1123much 1124like 1125to 1126join 1127Heini 1128one 



1129day, 1130but 1131at 1132the 1133moment, 1134he 1135himself 
1136has 1137a 1138hard 1139time 1140in 1141South 1142America 
1143and 1144although 1145he 1146never 1147belonged 1148to 
1149the 1150Nazi 1151Party, 1152the 1153fact 1154that 1155he 
1156was 1157born 1158in 1159Germany 1160is 1161enough 1162to 
1163make 1164him 1165unpopular.  
 1166Miss 1167Margulies 1168and 1169Miss 1170Adler 
1171collected 1172us 1173a 1174little 1175later 1176at 1177the 
1178Hotel. 1179Then 1180we 1181drove 1182to 1183KÖsterberg 
1184and 1185on 1186our 1187way 1188stopped 1189at 1190Juergens 
1191vegetable 1192shop. 1193He 1194and 1195his 1196wife 
1197were 1198overjoyed 1199to 1200see 1201us. 1202They 1203are 
1204just 1205as 1206good 1207looking 1208as 1209ever 1210and 
1211their 12124 1213children 1214a 1215mere 1216joy.-1217My 
1218heart 1219was 1220beating 1221faster 1222and 1223faster 
1224the 1225nearer 1226we 1227approached 1228beloved 
1229Kösterberg. 1230There 1231are 1232at 1233present 123490 
1235children 1236there, 1237their 1238ages 1239vary 1240from 
12415 1242to 12437 1244years, 1245besides 1246them 1247there 
1248are 1249about 125030 1251grownups. 1252The 1253Fritzens 
1254house 1255was 1256newly 1257white 1258washed, 1259as 
1260it 1261was 1262more 1263or 1264less 1265used 1266for 1267a 
1268mess 1269it 1270was 1271by 1272far 1273in 1274the 1275best 
1276condition. 1277Erics 1278house 1279looks 1280very 
1281changed 1282as 1283the 1284drawn 1285up 1286partitions 
1287give 1288the 1289rooms 1290such 1291a 1292different 
1293character. 1294Katie 1295and 1296Stange 1297gave 1298us 
1299a 1300lovely 1301tea 1302and 1303were 1304happy 1305to 
1306be 1307once 1308able 1309to 1310unburden 1311their 
1312minds. 1313They 1314certainly 1315do 1316all 1317they 
1318can 1319to 1320look 1321after 1322the 1323house. 1324The 
1325house 1326of 1327the 1328parents 1329is 1330the 
1331poorest 1332sight 1333of 1334all. 1335It 1336was 1337not 
1338well 1339kept 1340and 1341partitions 1342sprang 1343up 
1344like 1345mushrooms. 1346Farthers 1347working 1348cell 
1349changed 1350into 1351a 1352bathroom! 1353This 1354was 
1355enough 1356to 1357make 1358me 1359dash 1360through 1361the 
1362house 1363as 1364quickly 1365as 1366a 1367weasel. 1368Also 
1369the 1370park 1371has 1372sadly 1373changed: 1374the 
1375Birken 1376hügel 1377had 1378disappeared 1379a 1380victim 
1381of 1382Kahlschlag. 1383The 1384Kiefernhügel 1385also 
1386had 1387lost 1388many 1389of 1390his 1391beautiful 
1392trees. 1393The 1394orchard, 1395the 1396rosary, 1397the 
1398kitchen 1399garden, 1400the 1401Roman 1402terrace 1403were 
1404completely 1405neglected. 1406Weeds 1407had 1408grown 
1409in 1410every 1411direction, 1412in 1413fact 1414it 
1415felt 1416as 1417if 1418one 1419was 1420coming 1421down 
1422to 1423earth 1424again 1425after 1426a 1427thousand 
1428years 1429and 1430stepping 1431down 1432the 1433steps 
1434of 1435the 1436open 1437air 1438theatre 1439ones 1440mind 
1441was 1442brought 1443back 1444to 1445the 1446first 1447day 
1448of 1449creation, 1450for 1451on 1452the 1453open 
1454scenery 1455lay 1456a 1457Nacked 1458Man. 1459The 
1460river 1461filled 1462with 1463weeds 1464and 1465the 



1466Schweinesand 1467spread 1468in 1469all 1470directions. /// 
 147110th 1472August. 1473A 1474new 1475assistent 1476Rabbi 
1477has 1478been 1479appointed 1480to 1481British 1482zone. 
1483His 1484name 1485is 1486Reverend 1487Schmerle. 1488We 
1489had 1490a 1491drink 1492with 1493him 1494and 1495Miss 
1496Markowitz 1497at 1498the 1499Atlantic 1500Hotel. 1501We 
1502then 1503drove 1504to 1505the 1506Country 1507Club. 
1508This 1509was 1510the 1511former 1512house 1513of 1514the 
1515Reemtsma 1516people. 1517Who 1518could 1519have 1520been 
1521more 1522supprised 1523than 1524I 1525was 1526when 1527I 
1528discovered 1529the 1530Italien 1531flower 1532vases 1533of 
1534the 1535Römische 1536Terasse 1537in 1538that 1539garden, 
1540as 1541well 1542as 1543the 1544antique 1545Roman 
1456Fountain, 1547which 1548used 1549to 1550stand 1551in 
1552front 1553of 1554the 1555dining 1556room. 1557They 
1558certainly 1559waved 1560a 1561silent 1562"hallo" 1563to 
1564me, 1565and 1566it 1567was 1568hard 1569not 1570to 
1571mention 1572to 1573my 1574neighbors 1575that 1576they 
1577were 1578all 1579companions 1580of 1581my 1582early 
1583childhood. /// 1584All 1585four 1586of 1587us 1588drove 
1589to 1590visit 1591Peter 1592Paul 1593and 1594Detta. 
1595They 1596live 1597in 1598a 1599charming 1600hourse 1601out 
1602at 1603Volksdorf. 1605Both 1606looked 1607rather 
1608poorly. 1609Detta 1610still 1611has 1612some 1613oedema 
1614and 1615Peter 1616Paul 1617looks 1618bad 1619on 
1620account 1621of 1622his 1623diabetes. 1624Detta 1625not 
1626only 1627looks 1628after 1629her 1630house 1631and 1632her 
1633family, 1634but 1635does 1636all 1637the 1638gardening 
1639of 1640a 1641very 1642large 1643kitchen 1644garden. 
1645Only 1646with 1647the 1648help 1649of 1650this 1651garden 
1652is 1653she 1654in 1655the 1656position 1657to 1658give 
1659Peter 1660Paul 1661the 1662diet 1663hex 1664requires. 
1665He 1666is 1667working 1668half 1669of 1670the 1671day 
1672at 1673the 1674Childrens 1675Hospital 1676and 1677it 
1678was 1679most 1680interesting 1681to 1682listen 1683of 
1684the 1685problems 1686of 1687his 1688work. 1689on 1690our 
1691return 1692we 1693collected 1694Werra 1695and 1696together 
1697we 1698went 1699to 1700Heinz 1701Dessings 1702flat 1703at 
1704the 1705Elbchaussee, 1706where 1707we 1708had 1709a 
1710charming 1711dinner. 1712The 1713house 1714is 1715owned 
1716by 1717old 1718Mr.1719Helferrich, 1720who 1721asked 1722us 
1723to 1724a 1725glass 1726of 1727wine 1728which 1729we 
1730sipped 1731sitting 1732on 1733the 1734terrace 1735in 
1736the 1737star-1738lit, 1739warm 1740summer 1741night, 
1742with 1743the 1744most 1745beautiful 1746view 1747on 
1748the 1749Elbe 1750across 1751the 1755Elbchaussee 1756and 
1757we 1758watched 1759small 1760ships 1761gliding 1762by 
1763in 1764the 1765moon-1766licht, 1767just 1768as 1769in 
1770old 1771times.  
177211th 1773August. // 
 1774From 1775there 1776I 1777went 1778to 1779the 
1780Zonencentrale-1781Suchdienst 1782in 1783Altona. 1784This 
1785large 1786Bureau 1787has 1788been 1789established 1790at 
1791the 1792Allee. 1793Today 1794they 1795have 1796more 



1797than 17986.000.000 1799cards. 1800The 1801enquiries 
1802are 1803for 1804prisoners 1805of 1806war, 1807people 
1808who 1809vanished 1810during 1811raids, 1812and 1813on 
1814behalf 1815or 1816for 1817Refugees 1818from 1819the 
1820East. 1821They 1822have 1823enquiries 1824on 1825behalf 
1826of 182750.000 1828children, 1829who 1830are 1831looking 
1832for 1833their 1834parents. 1835If 1836the 1837children 
1838are 1839too 1840small 1841to 1842remember 1843any 
1844particulars 1845of 1846their 1847parents, 1848the 
1849children 1850are 1851photographed 1852and 1853their 
1854pictures 1855circularised 1856in 1857all 1858town 
1859halls 1860etc. 1861so 1862that 1863the 1864parents 
1865might 1866possibly 1867recognise 1868their 1869children.  
 1870As 1871this 1872office 1873deals 1874exclusively 
1875with 1876enquiries 1877for 1878Germans 1879the 1880only 
1881enquiries 1882they 1883are 1884holding 1885for 1886Jews 
1887are 1888enquiries 1889which 1890had 1891been 1892broadcast 
1893without 1894result 1895by 1896UNRRA 1897and 1898after 
1899that 1900also 1901passed 1902on 1903to 1904the 
1905Suchdienst, 1906in 1907case 1908some 1909news 1910should 
1911be 1912known 1913there. // 

/// 

191421st 1915September.  

1916Whilst 1917the 1918church 1919bells 1920rang 1921on 1922a 
1923peaceful 1924Sunday 1925morning 1926I 1927packed 1928again 
1929and 1930at 19312 1932O clock 1933we 1934took 1935the 
1936train 1937for 1938Paris. 1939Unfortunately 1940Mawo 
1941had 1942to 1943see 1944somebody 1945there. 1946It 
1947would 1948have 1949been 1950nice 1951to 1952rest 1953for 
1954another 1955day. 1956In 1957the 1958evening 1959we 
1960arrived 1961at 1962Paris, 1963where 1964we 1965stayed 
1966once 1967again 1968at 1969the 1970nice 1971Hotel 
1972Bonaparte.  

197322nd 1974September. -  

1975Mawo 1976had 1977his 1978talks 1979and 1980I 1981went 
1982to 1983the 1984Joint 1985Office, 1986reported 1987back 
1988and 1989had  

1990a 1991look 1992at 1993various 1994reports.  

199523rd 1996September.  

1997We 1998left 1999for 2000London. 2001I 2002felt 2003as 
2004if 2005we 2006had 2007been 2008away 2009almost 2010for 
2011years 2012and 2013yet 2014we 2015had 2016only 2017been 



2018away 20192-20201/2 2021months. (2022A 2023fortnight 2024we 
2025had 2026stayed 2027in 2028Paris 2029on 2030our 2031way 
2032out 2033waiting 2034for 2035my 2036visa 2037to 2038come 
2039through). 2040How 2041strange 2042it 2043felt 2044to 
2045come 2046back 2047to 2048a 2049normal 2050life 2051and 
2052to 2053be 2054asked 2055at 2056the 2057office 2058and 
2059by 2060friends, 2061whether 2062we 2063had 2064had 2065a 
2066good 2067time". 2068One 2069nods 2070and 2071says 2072"yes 
2073thank 2074you", 2075for 2076how 2077could 2078one 
2079explain 2080to 2081others, 2082how 2083could 2084one 
2085put 2086into 2087a 2088nutshell 2089all 2090the 2091things 
2092one 2093had 2094seen 2095how 2096could 2097one 2098give 
2099a 2100clear 2101picture 2102when 2103there 2104is 2105no 
2106clear 2107picture 2108in oneself, 2109except 2110that 
2111as 2112a 2113welfare 2114worker 2115one 2116knows 2117that 
2118if 2119one 2120nts 2121to 2122save 2123only 2124a 2125few 
2126outstanding 2127people, 2128who 2129have 2130a 2131clear 
2132record, 2133one 2134has 2135to 2136start 2137to 2138give 
2139active 2140help 2141at 2142once 2143(and 2144help 
2145means 2146parcels 2147these 2148days); 2149there 2150is 
2151no 2152time 2153to 2154lose - 2155our 2156tiredness 
2157does 2158not 2159count 2160for 2161what 2162is 
2163tiredness 2164compared 2165with 2166the 2167fact 
2168whether 2169somebody 2170may 2171live.  


